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Arizona Department of Water Resources

Indian Firming Study Commission

Summary of Meeting

      March 16, 2005

I.
Welcome, Introduction of Study Commission and Organization

The members of the study commission are:  Herb Guenther, Bill Richardson, Dennis Rule, Dave Roberts, Tom Buschatzke, Cecil Antone, David Snider, Bill Perry, Larry Dozier, Chuck Cahoy, Tim Henley, Mike Leonard, Grant Ward, Vivian Saunders, Jake Flake and Jim Weiers.

II.
Overview and Purpose

Sandy Fabritz-Whitney reviewed section 12 of House Bill 2728 that established the study commission and identified its makeup and purposes.  Ms. Fabritz-Whitney noted that the study commission must prepare and submit to the legislature an interim report of activities by November 1, 2005.  A final report and recommendations must be submitted by January 6, 2006.  Herb Dishlip utilized a Power Point presentation to review the concept of firming Indian water rights and discussed why the state of Arizona agreed to it.  Gregg Houtz reviewed section 105 of the Arizona Water Settlements Act (P.L. 108-451) that was executed on December 10, 2004.  This section established the extent of Arizona’s obligation. 

III.
Review of M&I Priority Firming Methodology


Tim Henley discussed the recent history of the Arizona Water Banking Authority’s analysis of the level of M&I firming and the assumptions associated with the accompanying model runs.  He noted that the AWBA M&I firming volume is 2.7 million-acre feet for the time period 2000-2100.

IV.
Water Supply Availability

Herb Dishlip addressed the issue of water sources that could be utilized and in a Power Point presentation discussed the sources that had been identified thus far.  He noted that the group should explore all possible alternative water sources and that a key is that the supplies must be available during shortages.  Some sources of water identified were CAP water, other Colorado River water, other surface water, effluent, groundwater, conserved water and existing long-term storage credits.


Tom Carr reviewed modeling assumptions associated with the CRSSez model.  He noted that the model is used to predict how much water will be available to Arizona.  Spreadsheet analysis is then done to calculate how much water will be available to entities within the state based on the existing shortage sharing parameters.  His handout and Power Point presentation summarized the information regarding the assumptions utilized in the model runs.  He stated that the model was being run using three different shortage levels to CAP: 300,000, 500,000 and 800,000 acre feet.

V.
Review of Work Plan

Ms. Fabritz-Whitney reviewed the draft work plan and schedule for meetings.  


At this time, there was a call to the public.  Kathryn Sorenson stated that it should be borne in mind that shortage sharing is not based on use but is based on contractual obligations.  Mr. Dishlip replied that the technical analysis was based on current contracts as of the last non-shortage year.  Ms. Sorenson also questioned if there was a difference between how the state and the federal government quantify the obligation.  Mr. Dishlip stated that there was a difference, but that in the end, it may ultimately make no difference.  Marvin Cohen noted that this process is taking place in conjunction with the Colorado River shortage sharing discussions.  He asked if the two processes would be inclusive. 

VI.
Next Meeting Date/Agenda

The next meeting date is June 14, 2005 from 10:00-12:00 p.m. at the Arizona Department of Water Resources.  It is proposed that the agenda will include definition of firming volume and identification of alternative methods for firming water.

� Please note that these are not formal minutes but a summary of discussion and action of the meeting.  All Power Point presentations and handouts referenced in this summary are available at www.awba.state.az.us  
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